
Fighting for Voting 
Rights



Fifteenth Amendment (1870)

-barred states from depriving citizens the right 
to vote “on account of race, color, or previous 
condition of servitude”

-also gave Congress the “power to enforce this 
article by appropriate legislation”

-Yet, from the end of Reconstruction, Southern 
states set up both practical & legal barriers to 
keep African Americans from voting



Voting Restrictions

*literacy test

*poll tax

-grandfather clause

(January 1, 1867)



Alabama Literacy Test



Freedom Summer

1964-CORE & SNCC workers-voter 
registration in the South

-hoping to draw attention to lack of
voting rights & to promote passage of
a federal voting rights act 
-college students recruited & trained 
in nonviolent resistance

-1000s, mostly white, about 1/3
female-Mississippi



A Dangerous Endeavor



Freedom Summer



Mississippi Freedom Democratic 
Party (MFDP)

-organized by SNCC to gain

seats in Mississippi’s all-white

Democratic Party

-Fannie Lou Hamer

-Pres. Johnson’s response

-compromise

-MFDP & supporters in

SNCC felt betrayed 



The Campaign in Selma

1965-SCLC begins a major voting campaign
(SNCC had been working to register voters here for 2 years) 

-by the end of the year, more than 2,000 African-Americans 
had been arrested in SCLC demonstrations

-Jimmy Lee Jackson’s murder

-King’s response: 50 mile march from Selma to 

Montgomery (starts with 600 marchers on March 7, 

1965/ends with 25,000 by end of the month)

-media captures all of it including the violence 



March from Selma to Montgomery



Violence captured by the media 





Voting Rights Act of 1965

-banned literacy tests

-federal examiners could enroll voters who had 
been denied suffrage by local officials

-the percentage of registered A-A voters in the 
South tripled

-In signing the bill into law, President Johnson 
described it as “one of the most monumental 
laws in the entire history of American 
freedom.”




