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The Early Japanese in America 

 majority were young men-saw 
America as a land of 
opportunity 

 

 1880s-West Coast: r.r. 
workers/seasonal agricultural 
workers 

 

 most Issei did not plan to stay, 
but most did 

 

 Anti-Asian racism, but many 
established themselves 

 -children:Nisei  

 



 President Franklin D. Roosevelt 
signed Executive Order No. 
9066 in February of 1942.  

  

 Executive Order No. 9066 
empowered the U.S. Army to 
designate areas from which 
"any or all persons may be 
excluded."  

 

 The attack of Pearl Harbor 
shocked the American public, 
resulting in  widespread 
hysteria and paranoia.  



Evacuation 

 Those of Japanese 
ancestry living on the 
West Coast were to 
be relocated. 

 

 Internment refers to 
the forced 
imprisonment and 
relocation of a group 
of people. 

 

 



Internment 
 Fear of disloyalty on the part of 

any Nikkei was common among 
many Americans. 

  
 1/3 of the population of Hawaii 

was comprised of those of 
Japanese descent, thus many of 
them were not interned, 
however the islands were 
placed under martial law.  
 

 War Relocation Authority 
(WRA) in charge of internment 
 

 Phase One: Nikkei transported 
by trains or buses to one of 18 
quickly constructed  assembly 
centers (hastily converted 
fairgrounds & racetracks) 

  
 -housed in horse stalls 
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Housing in a Japanese Relocation camp  
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Internment  

 
 
 
 
Phase Two: transported to one of 
10 permanent internment camps 
that were built further inland 
 
-like the assembly centers, 
surrounded by barbed wire 
fences with armed guards at the 
gates & in the watch towers 
 
 

http://www.bookmice.net/darkchilde/japan/japan/map4.jpg 

     Japanese Internment Camp Locations 
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Internment 

 Nikkei were once again housed in barracks 

 -barracks grouped together in blocks which were to  

  serve as the physical & social focus for the Nikkei  

 

 -each block consisted of 14 barracks, one male 

  lavatory and showers, one female lavatory &  

  showers, a laundry room, an ironing facility, one 

  mess hall, and a recreation hall 

 

 -b/c of the monotony of living in the camps, the  

  administration made an effort to provide organized 

  activities 
 

 

 



War Relocation Authority(WRA) 
Centers 



Life in Internment Camps 

 "In the detention centers, 
families lived in 
substandard housing, had 
inadequate nutrition and 
health care, and had their 
livelihoods destroyed: 
many continued to suffer 
psychologically long after 
their release"  
- "Personal Justice Denied: 
Report of the Commission on 
Wartime Relocation and 
Internment of Civilians"  

(http://www.pbs.org/childofcamp/history/index.html) 

 

(www.trumanlibrary.org/.../20-2311a.htm) 
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 "In desert camps, the 
evacuees met severe 
extremes of temperature. 
In winter it reached 35 
degrees below zero, and 
summer brought 
temperatures as high as 
115 degrees. Rattlesnakes 
and desert wildlife added 
danger to discomfort." 
- Personal Justice Denied: 
Report of the Commission on 
Wartime Relocation and 
Internment of Civilians. 
(http://www.pbs.org/childofcamp/history/camps.ht
ml) 

 

 

(http://www.nps.gov/manz/hrs/hrst.htm) 
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Life in Manzanar 
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An Apology 

 In 1988, Congress implemented the Civil 
Liberties Act, apologizing on behalf of the nation 
for the "grave injustice" done to persons of 
Japanese ancestry. Congress declared that the 
internments had been "motivated largely by 
racial prejudice, wartime hysteria, and a failure 
of political leadership" and authorized $20,000 
payments to Japanese Americans who had 
suffered injustices during World War II.  

(http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/aamhtml/aamabout.html) 

 


