
World War I



Sacrifices & Negative Aspects 
of War…
1.) Human

2.) Freedom

3.) Material

4.) Careers

5.) Destruction

6.) Natural Resources

7.) Social

8.) Economic



Long-term Causes of 
World War I

• European powers compete for colonies 

(growth of imperialism)

• Nationalism increases in Europe

• Arms races develop (increased militarism)

• Hostile alliances form in Europe
• Triple Entente (The Allies-France, G.B., Russia)

• Triple Alliance (Central Powers-Germ., A-H, Ottoman Empire)



Europe at the start of WWI



Assassination of Archduke 
Franz Ferdinand (June 1914)



Schlieffen Plan (Aug. 1914)



Trench Warfare

One soldier’s description 
of the trenches:

“Nothing to see but bare 
mud walls , nowhere to sit 
but on a wet muddy ledge; 
no shelter of any kind 
against the weather except 
the clothes you are 
wearing; no exercise you 
can take in order to warm 
yourself.”
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Trench Foot



Trench Rats



Nations do their part to 
encourage U.S. involvement

Britain

blockade of German coast

Germany

U-boats

Lusitania (May 17, 1915)

Zimmerman note

sinking of 4 unarmed U.S. merchant ships

Russia

revolution

*U.S. war declaration comes on April 2, 1917



Zimmerman note



The Decoded Message

February 22, 1917

To: von Eckhardt

Mexico City

British crack top secret code. U.S. press may leak

German plot with Mexico.

Prepare to leave embassy on short notice.

Bernstorff

Washington D.C.



Mobilization

2 reasons:

1) Ensure allied repayment of 
debts to U.S.

2) Prevent Germany from 
threatening U.S. shipping

Selective Service Act (May 
1917)-THE DRAFT!

U.S. expands its navy

QUICKLY!



WWI Weapons



American forces in the Allied war 
effort

*American navy-crucial role

-convoys

-laid mines in North Sea



*American Expeditionary Force (AEF)

-helped Allies stop the German advance on the western front-pushed them back through 
the Argonne Forest



How did the gov’t deal with 
opposition to the war?
Espionage Act (1917)
-fined up to $10,000
-sentenced up to 20 yrs. in prison for…

Sedition Act (1918)
-extended the power of the U.S. govt. over 
speech & printed opinion…
-outlawed nearly all criticism of the war & the 
govt.
Why do you think the government felt 
compelled to limit First Amendment rights?



Weaknesses-
Treaty of Versailles

Several issues with the treaty led to issues internationally that 
led to WWII…

1. War-guilt clause

2. War reparations

3. Germany’s loses colonies in Pacific

4. Russia (Soviet Union) lost more territory than Germany

5. Paid no attention to claims of colonized people for self-
determination (VIETNAM!)



What part do you think public information-
propaganda plays in an effective military 
operation?



Committee on Public 
Information (CPI)

-gov’t propaganda body 

-purpose: mobilize public support for 
U.S. particip. in the war

-created posters to encourage 
support



WWI Propaganda










